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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus provide recipient control of the 
delivery of an electronic message. The sender of the 
message, which can be text, audio, video and multimedia, 
delivers the message to the recipient's carrier's optimally 
located mail server. Rather than sending the complete 
message, the sender's mail server transmits a short message 
containing in the header a mail server address and/or hyper- 
link where the message resides, along with the address 
and/or hyperlink of any applet needed to read the message. 
The recipient can then choose whether or not to receive the 
entire message. 

22 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 2 
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STORING A COMPLETE VERSION OF THE 
ELECTRONIC MESSAGE IN A MAIL SERVER 



FORWARDING A BRIEF MESSAGE TO THE 
RECIPIENT OF THE ELECTRONIC MESSAGE 
INDICATING THAT THE MESSAGE EXIST 



TRANSMITTING A PARSED VERSION OF THE 
MESSAGE TO THE RECIPIENT, THE PARSED 
VERSION INCLUDING A MAIL SERVER ADDRESS 



INCLUDING IN THE PARSED VERSION ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLETE MESSAGE 



MAINTAINING A USE TABLE 
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FIG. 3 

CREATING A NEW MESSAGE WITH A HEADER FROM THE 
ELECTRONIC MESSAGE AND AN ADDRESS OF A LOCATION + — 301 
OF A COMPLETE VERSION OF THE ELECTRONIC MESSAGE 



ASSOCIATING A TABLE WITH EACH ELECTRONIC MESSAGE ^30? 
TO CAPTURE A MESSAGE DELIVERY TIME STAMP, AND A 
GRANULARITY OF THE ELECTRONIC MESSAGE 



GENERATING A REPORT ON ALL SUCCESSFUL DELIVERIES f~ 303 
OF EACH ELECTRONIC MESSAGE 



TRANSMITTING A CONFIRMATION TRANSACTION TO THE ^ 304 
SENDER UPON REQUEST BY THE SENDER 
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MAILING AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE 3—401 



STORING A COMPLETE VERSION OF THE ELECTRONIC MESSAGE — 402 



POLLING THE RECIPIENT TO DETERMINE IF THE RECIPIENT 403 

IS WILLING TO RECEIVE A PARSED VERSION OF THE 
ELECTRONIC MESSAGE 



DELIVERING THE COMPLETE VERSION OF THE ELECTRONIC , n , 
MESSAGE TO THE RECIPIENT'S MAIL SERVER ^ 4U4 
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SYSTEM FOR RECIPIENT CONTROL OF 
E-MAIL MESSAGE BY SENDING 
COMPLETE VERSION OF MESSAGE ONLY 
WITH CONFIRMATION FROM RECIPIENT 
TO RECEIVE MESSAGE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to methods and 
systems for transmitting messages via computer networks, 
and more particularly to a method and system for controlling 
the transmission of an electronic message sent by a com- 
puter over a computer network. 

Computer messaging, termed E-mail, is well known, and 
has become a ubiquitous tool for business in the 1990's. 
With the advent of the Internet, E-mail has become a tool for 
use by advertisers and others, as well, who often blanket 
users with undesired "junk" E-mail similar to junk mail. In 
fact, the technology exists for advertisers to completely 
overwhelm the Internet and users with electronic mail 
should several advertisers desire to attempt to reach all users 
of the Internet at once with either large graphics intensive 
files or multimedia files. 

The present invention is therefore directed to the problem 
of developing a method and a system for controlling the 
transmission of electronic mail so that users do not get 
bombarded with electronic mail they do not desire, thereby 
limiting the ability of E-mail senders to broadcast messages 
to all users over the Internet. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention solves this problem by placing 
control of the delivery of the E-mail in the hands of the 
recipient of the E-mail rather than in the hands of the sender. 
As a result, the present invention automatically limits the 
transmission of E-mail to those who are actually interested 
in it. 

According to the present invention, a user is notified that 
he currently has an E-mail addressed to him regarding some 
particular advertisement. In this case, if the user is not 
interested, the user can avoid having that E-mail message 
sent to him. This reduces the traffic of E-mail over the 
Internet because only those messages that someone desires 
to receive will be transmitted over the Internet. This prevents 
valuable Internet transmission resources from being wasted 
on E-mail that the recipient will simply discard. 

Furthermore, as a result of the present invention, infor- 
mation is now available as to how many users were actually 
interested in the advertisement, whereas prior to the present 
invention no advertiser knows how many users actually read 
the E-mail, but only those who took the time to respond to 
it. This added information enables the advertiser to tailor 
future advertisements to attempt to capture the users who 
were interested but for some reason did not respond, or to 
broaden the appeal of the advertisement itself Moreover, the 
present invention enables advertisers to know how much of 
the E-mail was read, not simply the fact that it was received. 

In addition, as a result of the present invention, advertisers 
can create larger, more creative E-mail messages without 
worrying that they will overwhelm the Internet by attempt- 
ing to send a large file to all users at once, which otherwise 
might generate more ill-will towards the advertiser than the 
advertisement justifies. The net result is that the action of 
each user filters out the messages in which they are not 
interested, thus requiring transmission of messages only in 
the case where the recipient is actually interested in the 
content of the message. 
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Therefore, according to the present invention, a method 
for controlling a transfer of an electronic message over a 
computer network, includes the steps of: a) receiving an 
electronic message from an originator to be transmitted to a 

5 recipient over the computer network; b) storing a complete 
version of the electronic message in a mail server; c) 
forwarding a brief message to the recipient indicating that 
the electronic message exists and asking if the recipient 
desires to receive a parsed version of the electronic message; 

10 d) transmitting the parsed version of the electronic message 
to the recipient upon receiving an indication that the recipi- 
ent desires to receive the parsed version in response to the 
request in step c); and e) formatting the parsed version of the 
electronic message to include a mail server address where 

15 the complete version of the electronic message is stored. 
One particularly advantageous implementation of the 
above method includes the step of including a hyperlink in 
the parsed version of the electronic message to a location 
where the complete version of the electronic message is 

20 stored. 

Another particularly advantageous implementation of the 
above method includes the step of including either an 
address of a location where an applet is stored, which applet 
is required to read the complete electronic message, or a 

25 hyperlink to that location. 

According to the present invention, the complete version 
of the electronic message is only transmitted if the recipient 
indicates a willingness to receive the complete version of the 

3Q electronic message. 

Yet another particularly advantageous implementation of 
the above method includes the step of maintaining a table of 
users who are to receive the electronic message and indi- 
cating which users have retrieved the complete version of 

35 the electronic message from the mail server. 

Another particularly advantageous implementation of the 
above method includes the step of deleting the complete 
version of the electronic message from the mail server when 
all of the users in the table have either retrieved the complete 

4 0 version of the electronic message from the mail server or 
have deleted the parsed version of the electronic message 
from their mail server. 

According to the present invention, a mail server for 
controlling a transfer of an electronic message over a com- 

45 puter network includes a processor and a storage device. The 
processor is programmed to perform the following functions 
for each electronic message: (i) creating a new message with 
a header from the electronic message and an address of a 
location of a complete version of the electronic message in 

so the first mail server; (ii) associating a table with each 
electronic message to capture a message delivery time 
stamp, and a granularity of the electronic message read; (iii) 
generating a report on all successful deliveries of each 
complete electronic version of the electronic message; and 

55 (iv) transmitting a confirmation transaction to the sender 
upon request by the sender. The storage device stores the 
complete version of all electronic messages until they are 
read. 

According to the present invention, a method for trans- 
60 mitting an electronic message over the Internet, includes the 
steps of: a) mailing an electronic message from the sender to 
a first mail server, which message is addressed to a recipient; 
b) storing a complete version of the electronic message in 
the first server, wherein the first mail server is a nearest mail 
65 server to the sender in the recipient's network; c) polling the 
recipient to determine if the recipient is willing to receive a 
parsed version of the electronic message; d) delivering the 
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complete version of the electronic message to the recipient's Another particularly advantageous implementation of the 
mail server if the recipient's response to the poll in step c) above apparatus includes a transmitting means, a second 
is no. delivery means, and a transaction sending means. The trans- 
One particularly advantageous implementation of the mitting means sends the brief version of the electronic 
above method includes the step e) of performing the fol- s message as a regular electronic message to the recipient's 
lowing substeps if the recipient's response to the poll in step ma il server, if the recipient indicates a willingness to receive 
c) is yes: (i) creating the parsed version of the electronic the brief version. The second delivery means delivers, when 
message, which parsed version includes the same header as thc rec i p icnt logs on the recipient's mail server, only the 
the complete version as well as a hyper-link to a storage brief version of me electronic message. The transaction 
location where the complete version of the electronic mes- 10 sendin mcans sends a transaction to ±c first mai i 
sage is stored, along with any applet required to read the from ^ dfcn| tQ delete ^ reci ient > s ent from ^ tabl 
complete version of the electronic message; and (n) making tf rf ^ ^ ^ ^ brfcf of (he 

a table entry of all recipients of the electronic message. i * • * j- *i_ i . 

J . , , r , , 4 . e . lL electronic message without reading the complete version. 

Another particularly advantageous implementation or the A . , , . ^ . , , 

above method occurs when the step e) further includes the e ^ Another particularly advantageous implementation of the 

substeps of: (iii) sending the parsed version of the electronic 15 above apparatus includes a deleting means, a third delivery 

message as a regular electronic message to the recipient's means, a second table entry making means, and a fourth 

mail server; (iv) delivering, when the recipient logs on the delivery means. The deleting means deletes the complete 

recipient's mail server, the parsed version of the electronic version of the electronic message if the recipient is an only 

message; and (v) sending a transaction to the mail server remaining entry in the table. The third delivery means 

from the client to delete the recipient's entry from the table, 20 delivers the complete version of the electronic message if 

if the recipient decides to delete the parsed version of the the recipient decides to re ad the complete version using a file 

electronic message without reading the complete version of transfer protocol mechanism. The second table entry making 

the electronic message. means makes an entry in the table that the complete version 

Another particularly advantageous implementation of the of the electronic message was delivered along with a time 

above method occurs when the step e) further includes the 25 stamp and a number of blocks down-loaded. The fourth 

substeps of: (vi) deleting the complete version of the elec- delivery means sends a transaction to confirm delivery of the 

tronic message if the recipient in step (v) is an only remain- complete version of the electronic message, based on the 

ing entry in the table; (vii) delivering the complete version sender's option, along with the time stamp and a number of 

of the electronic message if the recipient decides to read the pages the recipient has read. 

complete version of the electronic message using a file in v * *i_ i i j i * r 

% t , , . , & * • *l Yet another particularly advantageous implementation of 

transfer protocol mechanism; (viu) making an entry in the . . A , r , . . , J % s.. . 

table that the complete version of the electronic message he a ^° ve ™ thod mch £ es * means ^ providing a complete 

was delivered along with a time stamp and a number of translation from an IP address of the recipient to the 

blocks down-loaded; and (ix) sending a transaction to con- recipients pronle data. 

firm delivery of the complete version of the electronic 35 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

message, based on the sender's option, along with the time m ^ - , . . „ ^ 

stamp and a number of pages the recipient has read. F U IG - 1 de P lcts theflow of an E " mai1 messa S e accordln g 

x , . ^- , T , . • i . r to the present invention. 

Yet another particularly advantageous implementation of » . « * , . . 

the above method includes the step of providing a complete ? IG ;, 2 15 a chart de P lctlD S. features *x»rtmg to an 

translation from an IP address of the recipient to the recipi- 4Q embodiment of the present invention. 

ents 1 profile data. FIG. 3 is a flow chart depicting features according to an 

Another embodiment of the present invention includes an embodiment of the present invention. 

apparatus for transmitting an electronic message over the FIG. 4 is a flow chart depicting features according to an 

Internet. This embodiment includes a first server, a storage embodiment of the present invention. 

device, a polling means, and a delivery means. The first 45 FIG. 5 is a flow chart depicting features according to an 

server receives an electronic message from the sender, embodiment of the present invention. 

which electronic message is addressed to a recipient. nccpmimnM 

a a- * ,u ♦ • *u « . *i • DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
According to the present invention, the first mail server is 

the nearest mail server to the sender in the recipient's The present invention defines a new paradigm for mes- 

network. The storage device is coupled to the first server and 50 sage delivery by providing control in the hands of the 

stores a complete version of the electronic message. The recipient(s) of an electronic message rather than in the hands 

polling means polls the recipient to determine if the recipient of the sender. This is particularly critical as direct marketers 

is willing to receive a parsed version of the electronic are beginning to use more and more push technology to 

message. The delivery means delivers the complete version reach the customer base globally. 

of the electronic message to the recipient's mail server if the 55 The present invention can be implemented by the recipi - 
recipient's response to the poll is no. ent's service provider with out involving other service 
Another particularly advantageous implementation of the providers. The sender of the mail delivers the electronic 
above apparatus includes a copying means, a creating message, which can include text, audio, video and/or 
means, and a table entry making means. The copying means multimedia, to the recipient's carrier's optimally located 
copies a message header from the electronic message. The 60 mail server. Rather than sending the complete message, the 
creating means creates the brief version of the electronic sender's mail server transmits a short message, which con- 
message, which includes a hyper-link to a storage location tains the header of the original message and a mail server 
where the complete version of the electronic message is address and/or hyperlink where the message is residing 
stored, along with any applet required to read the complete along with the address and/or hyperlink of any applet(s) 
version of the electronic message. The table entry means 65 needed to read the message. 

makes a table entry of all recipients of the electronic The present invention can be implemented on a recipi- 

message. ent's carrier's optimally located mail server. One has to 
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negotiate an agreement with the delivery carrier (ISP) of the 10. On successful delivery of the message, based on the 

recipient to provide information on the recipient. This con- sender's option, a transaction is sent to confirm the 

sists of basically an IP address to customer information delivery of the E-mail to the recipient, along with a 

translation. nme stamp and the number of pages the recipient has 

The mail server will have at least the following capabili- 5 read, i.e., blocks downloaded, 

ties for each message. 11- The recipient's ISP will provide a complete translation 

(1) The capability to parse the message header and from an IP address to the recipient's profile data as a 
message content. servicc to the advertiser. 

(2) The capability to create a new message whose content ™* se ™ c * * P rovi ^ ed th * and the 
includes a hyperlink to the location of the original message's 10 Pf* ^ ]f charged for d * ^ f- 

content and any applets) needed to read the original mes- Jkv** f Howe ^ i he r ^ m S ^ mam <f ins ™ tro1 ° f 

saee's content the reception of the E-mail. The receiving party can store the 

_ ' , ... , , message locally or on the server, as well. 

(3) The capability to create a table associated with each ^ k differences re i ative t0 cllrrent practice are: 

message to capture the message delivery time stamp and the , s [ntroduction of a new parad igm-The recipient receives 

granularity of the message read, i.e., the fact that the (he me deli on terms 

message was accessed by a recipient and/or the number of reduction of hyper-links in the message content to link 

blocKs ol the message downloaded by me me transier with ^ 

message. 

protocol mechanism. Introduction of the usage of file transfer protocol (ftp) to 

(4) The capability to generate a report if the sender wants 20 supplement messaging, which enables additional informa- 
a report on the successful delivery of the message; this report tion to be made ava ilable to the sender, such as the number 
includes all the recipients who picked up the message. 0 f blocks downloaded. 

(5) The capability to send a confirmation transaction to the Introduction of multimedia, video, and high bandwidth 
sender if so desired. user messaging without bogging down the network by using 

(6) The capability to store all messages at least tempo- 25 asynchronous delivery of the content along with multicast 
rarily until they are read. In this case, the messages will have and push technologies. By placing only one copy of a 
some time limit after which the mail server will delete them message on the Internet, even if the message is intended for 
even if they are not read yet by all users. 100,000 users, the message can be very large without 

According to the present invention, the simplified call placing any significant burden on the Internet. In contrast, if 

flow will be as follows: 30 a large file was stored in 100,000 different locations, the 

1. The sending party mails a message. burden on the Internet is extreme, particularly since the file 

2. The nearest mail server to the sender in the recipients must be transferred to 100,000 different locations and then 
network stores the E-mail. slored 011 potentially 100,000 different mail servers. 

3. The recipient is polled to find out if it is willing to Introduction of certified delivery of the messages across 
receive a parsed message. If response is yes then the 35 ail the ^ r ners * By u>mgftp one can determine that the file 
following steps are followed. If response is no then the » actuall y re ^ lved ^ the mtended reci P ient ' which 15 not 
message is delivered as a regular E-mail message, i.e., % case , or i ll " m * u ' 

according to the prior art. Introduction of secured message delivery across all the 

* ■ earners 

4. The mail server copies the header from the original T . j c . . . . „. , , . . 

* iL ± A ?« 40 Introduction of market intelligence delivery to the target 

message and populates the message content with a direct marketer 

hyper-link to the storage area where the complete ^olZol £ the recipients message content pickup time, 

message is stored, along with a hyperlink to any needed , - , r . j * 

t J\* * ,* < A , t « granularity of the content read, etc. 

a PP let(s) to read the complete message, thereby creat- J q{ enhancements ^ enable the ^,0,^ 

ing a new, but brief message. „. £ . c 

& , , ' . , „ „ ? . . <. i 45 callmg experience for a segment of customers. 

5. A table entry is made of all the recipients of the message Referring now t0 FIG. 1, shown therein is an advertiser or 
connected with this server. sender 3 couplcd lQ thc Intcmct x yia an Intemet Seryice 

6. The newly created brief message is sent as a regular p rov ider (ISP) 9 and a recipient 17 also coupled to the 
message to the recipient's mail server. Internet 1 via an Internet Service Provider (ISP) 11. ISP 9 

7. When the recipient logs on to his mail server, only the 50 an d ISP 11 could either be the same ISP or a different ISP. 
brief message with the header information and hyper- We shall assume they are different for purposes of this 
link information is delivered. description, however, the problem simply becomes easier if 

8. If the recipient decides to delete the brief message they are the same. 

without reading the complete message, then a transac- Each of the ISP's has a mail server 7, 13 and a server 5, 

tion is sent to the server from the client to delete the 55 15, through which the user accesses the ISP and the Internet, 

entry from the table. If this recipient is the only entry When the advertiser 3 desires to send an E-mail to recipient 

then the server deletes the complete message also. 17, he creates the message, completes the header, which 

9. If recipient decides to read the complete message then includes the recipient's E-mail address and transmits the 
the complete message is delivered to the recipient using message to the ISP 9 in the normal manner. 

the file transfer protocol (ftp) mechanism and an entry 60 It is at this point that the present invention diverges from 

is made in the table that the message was delivered the standard E-mail message delivery. When the mail server 

along with the time stamp and number of blocks 7 receives the E-mail, it sends a message to the recipient 17 

down-loaded. If the transfer is interrupted, the ftp via the Internet and the mail server 13 asking the recipient 

mechanism will note the number of blocks downloaded 17 if it wishes to receive a parsed E-mail message, 

before interruption. (The assumption is that the recipi- 65 If the recipient 17 answers affirmatively, the mail server 

ent will at least read the portion of the message that was sends an abbreviated version of the E-mail to the recipient 

downloaded.) 17. The abbreviated version of the E-mail message includes 
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a mail server address and/or hyperlink where the message is 
residing, along with the address and/or hyperlink of the 
applet(s), if needed, to read the message. If the user then 
clicks on the hyperlink, the complete message is transmitted 
to the recipient 17. 

If the recipient 17 answers negatively, then the mail server 
transmits the complete message to the user. 

If the recipient 17 decides to delete the abbreviated 
message without reading the complete message, then the 
mail server 13 transmits a message to the mail server 7 
indicating that the user did not want to receive the message. 
The mail server 7 then deletes the user entry from the table 
indicating the users to receive the message. If this is the only 
user remaining, the complete message is then deleted. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for controlling a transfer of an electronic 
message over a computer network, comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving an electronic message from an originator to 
be transmitted to a recipient over the computer net- 
work; 

b) storing a complete version of the electronic message in 
a mail server, 

c) forwarding a brief message to recipient indicating that 
the electronic message exists and asking if the recipient 
desires to receive a parsed version of the electronic 
message; 

d) transmitting the parsed version of the electronic mes- 
sage to the recipient upon receiving an indication that 
the recipient desires to receive the parsed version in 
response to the request in step c); and 

e) formatting the parsed version of the electronic message 
to include a mail server address where the electronic 
message is stored. 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

f) including a hyperlink to where the complete version of 
the electronic message is stored in the parsed version of 
the electronic message. 

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

f) including an address of an applet required to read the 
complete version of the electronic message. 

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

f) including a hyperlink to where an applet is stored, 
which applet is required to read the complete version of 
the electronic message. 

5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

f) including an address of a plurality of applets required 
to read the complete version of the electronic message. 

6. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

f) including a hyperlink to where a plurality of applets are 
stored, which plurality of applets are required to read 
the complete version of the electronic message. 

7. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

f) transmitting the complete version of the electronic 
message to the recipient only if the recipient indicates 
a willingness to receive the complete version of the 
electronic message. 

8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

f) maintaining a table of users who are to receive the 
electronic message and indicating which users have 
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retrieved the complete version of the electronic mes- 
sage from the mail server. 

9. The method according to claim 8, further comprising 
the step of: 

5 g) deleting the complete version of the electronic message 
from the mail server when all of the users in the table 
have either retrieved the complete version of the elec- 
tronic message from the mail server or have deleted the 
parsed version of the electronic message from their 

10 mail server. 

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the elec- 
tronic message includes text, voice, multimedia, graphics, 
animation, video or MPEG data. 

11. A mail server for controlling a transfer of an electronic 
1 5 message over a computer network comprising: 

a) a processor being programmed to perform the follow- 
ing functions for each electronic message: 

(i) creating a new message with a header from the 
electronic message and an address of a location of a 

20 complete version of the electronic message in the 

first mail server; 

(ii) associating a table with each electronic message to 
capture a message delivery time stamp, and a granu- 
larity of the electronic message read; 

25 (iii) generating a report on all successful deliveries of 
each electronic message; and 
(iv) transmitting a confirmation transaction to the 
sender upon request by the sender; and 

b) storage for storing all electronic messages until they are 
30 read. 

12. The mail server according to claim 11, wherein the 
processor formats the new message to include a hyperlink to 
a location of the complete version of the electronic message, 
and a hyperlink to a location of any applet necessary to read 

35 the complete version of the electronic message. 

13. A method for transmitting an electronic message over 
the Internet, comprising the steps of: 

a) mailing an electronic message from the sender to a first 
4Q mail server, which message is addressed to a recipient; 

b) storing a complete version of the electronic message in 
the first server, wherein the first mail server is a nearest 
mail server to the sender in the recipient's network; 

c) polling the recipient to determine if the recipient is 
45 willing to receive a parsed version of the electronic 

message; 

d) delivering the complete version of the electronic mes- 
sage to the recipient's mail server if the recipient's 
response to the poll in step c) is no. 

50 14. The method according to claim 13, further comprising 
the step of: 

e) performing the following steps if the recipient's 
response to the poll in step c) is yes: 

(i) creating the parsed version of the electronic 
55 message, which parsed version includes the same 

header as the complete version as well as a hyper- 
link to a storage location where the complete version 
of the electronic message is stored, along with any 
applet required to read the complete version of the 
60 electronic message; and 

(ii) making a table entry of all recipients of the elec- 
tronic message. 

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein step e) 
further comprises the substeps of: 
65 (iii) sending the parsed version of the electronic message 
as a regular electronic message to the recipient's mail 
server; 
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(iv) delivering, when the recipient logs on the recipient's 
mail server, the parsed version of the electronic mes- 
sage; 

(v) sending a transaction to the mail server from the client 

to delete the recipient's entry from the table, if the 5 
recipient decides to delete the parsed version of the 
electronic message without reading the complete ver- 
sion of the electronic message. 

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein step e) 
further comprises the substeps of: io 

(vi) deleting the complete version of the electronic mes- 
sage if the recipient in step (v) is an only remaining 
entry in the table; 

(vii) delivering the complete version of the electronic 
message if the recipient decides to read the complete 
version of the electronic message using a file transfer 
protocol mechanism; 

(viii) making an entry in the table that the complete 
version of the electronic message was delivered along 2 o 
with a time stamp and a number of blocks down- 
loaded; and 

(ix) sending a transaction to confirm delivery of the 
complete version of the electronic message, based on 
the sender's option, along with the time stamp and a 25 
number of pages the recipient has read. 

17. The method according to claim 13, further comprising 
the step of: 

e) providing a complete translation from an IP address of 
the recipient to the recipient's profile data. 30 

18. An apparatus for transmitting an electronic message 
over the Internet, comprising: 

a) a first server receiving an electronic message from the 
sender, which electronic message is addressed to a 
recipient, wherein the first mail server is a nearest mail 35 
server to the sender in the recipient's network; 

b) storage being coupled to the first server and storing a 
complete version of the electronic message; 

c) means for polling the recipient to determine if the 40 
recipient is willing to receive a brief version of the 
electronic message; and 

d) means for delivering the electronic message to the 
recipient's mail server if the recipient's response to the 
poll in step c) is no. 45 

19. The apparatus according to claim 18, further com- 
prising: 
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a) means for copying a message header from the elec- 
tronic message; 

b) means creating the brief version of the electronic 
message, which includes a hyper-link to a storage 
location where the complete version of the electronic 
message is stored, along with any applet required to 
read the complete version of the electronic message; 
and 

c) means for making a table entry of all recipients of the 
electronic message. 

20. The apparatus according to claim 19, further com- 
prising: 

a) means for sending the brief version of the electronic 
message as a regular electronic message to the recipi- 
ent's mail server, if the recipient indicates a willingness 
to receive the brief version; 

b) means for delivering, when the recipient logs on the 
recipient's mail server, only the brief version of the 
electronic message; and 

c) means for sending a transaction to the first mail server 
from the client to delete the recipient's entry from the 
table, if the recipient decides to delete the brief version 
of the electronic message without reading the complete 
version. 

21. The apparatus according to claim 20, further com- 
prising: 

a) means for deleting the complete version of the elec- 
tronic message if the recipient is an only remaining 
entry in the table; 

b) means for delivering the complete version of the 
electronic message if the recipient decides to read the 
complete version using a file transfer protocol mecha- 
nism; 

c) means for making an entry in the table that the 
complete version of the electronic message was deliv- 
ered along with a time stamp and a number of blocks 
down -loaded; and 

d) means for sending a transaction to confirm delivery of 
the complete version of the electronic message, based 
on the sender's option, along with the time stamp and 
a number of pages the recipient has read. 

22. The apparatus according to claim 21, further com- 
prising means for providing a complete translation from an 
IP address of the recipient to the recipients' profile data. 

***** 
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